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refused to agree to a general armistice (which the four Powers stipu-
lated as a condition of their acceptance of the Council's invitation),
the Argentinian Government were of opinion that it would be better
to terminate the negotiations than to expose themselves to a further
rebuff. Argentina was persuaded, however, to give her support to a
last effort to obtain agreement on a general formula, which was sub-
mitted to Bolivia and Paraguay on the 25th August. On the same
day, the Brazilian Foreign Minister informed the League Secretariat
that the four Governments were pursuing their negotiations 'in abso-
lute unity of views and complete solidarity of sentiments', and that
they hoped soon to be able to report agreement upon a 'preliminary
conciliation formula' which would enable them to undertake the
League's mission with a good prospect of success.1
The formula of the 25th August provided that Bolivia and Para-
guay should sign 'an instrument expressing their readiness to submit
the whole question of the Chaco Boreal to legal arbitration'; that 'war-
like operations' should be regarded as terminated by the signature of
the agreement; that the two disputants should accept the "moral
guarantee* of the A.B.C.P. Powers for the execution of the plan;
and that a conference should be held as soon as possible, under the
auspices of those Powers and at a South-American capital to be
agreed upon. Paraguay accepted this formula on the 8th September,
but Bolivia raised difficulties over the interpretation of the term 'the
whole question of the Chaco Boreal'. The Brazilian Foreign Minister
suggested that, as a basis for discussion, the area in dispute should be
considered to be the area bounded on the north by the 20th parallel,
011 the west by meridian 62°, and on the south and east by the rivers
Pilcomayo and Paraguay, and that within this area the exact zone
to be submitted to arbitration should be decided by agreement be-
tween the parties, or, failing agreement within thirty days, by the
A.B.C.P. Powers. Bolivia, however, refused to accept the formula
unless the whole area in dispute were restricted within narrower
limits,2 and the idea that the exact zone for arbitration might be
determined by the A.B.C.P. Powers was abandoned. Paraguay, for
her part, maintained that the 'whole area of the Chaco' could not
'properly be circumscribed to the area' suggested by Brazil, and that
'to admit such an hypothesis would be tantamount to reducing the
1	The correspondence which passed between the League of Nations, the
A.B.C.P. Group, Bolivia, and Paraguay during August and September 1933 is
printed as an annex to the minutes of Part II of the seventy-sixth session of
the Council and Part I of the seventy-seventh session in League of Nations
Official Journal, November 1933 (second part).
2	The western limit suggested was meridian 61°.

